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We support
Coach
Morrison

A
community
forum on
bullying

Goliath Davis, Ph.D

Mayor Rick Kriseman
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Rick Kriseman
hosted a community conversation on bullying attended
by
students,
parents, local officials, educators and community leaders Thurs., Feb. 19 at the
St. Petersburg High School
auditorium, 2501 5th Ave.
N. After a brief introduction, a condensed version
of the documentary “Bully”
was
screened,
which
chronicles victims’ tales of
abuses by their peers in
schools across the U.S.
Great38TV’s Jennifer
Holloway moderated the informal discussion following
the film screening, in
which guest speakers answered questions.
“Bullying in all forms is
a major obstacle to our success,” Kriseman said. “For
our community to grow,
every child needs to know
that he or she is important
and is valued. For that reason, I join with mayors
from all across the United
States as we sign the
pledge to form the National
Mayors Campaign to End
Bullying.”
See BULLY, page 4

PCUL honored seven local healthcare heroes at
the Whitney Young Leadership Awards Luncheon Fri., Feb. 20.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL) continues
to empower communities
and change lives each and

every day with their various programs and dedication to making the lives of
others better. Last Fri., Feb.
20, they gathered along
with the community, at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg campus lo-

cated at 140 7th Ave. S., to
honor heroes in healthcare.
PCUL Board Chair
Alvin Nesmith welcomed
those in attendance to the
second annual Whitney
Young Leadership Awards
Luncheon.

“I just want to say wow
this is impressive,” said Nesmith as he looked out for
the second year at a full
house.
Before paying tribute to
the seven outstanding local
See HEROES, pages 9

2015 MLK Day of Service wrap-up luncheon
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The third annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of
Service luncheon was a
time to pat each other on
the shoulder for a job well
done. St. Petersburg College Allstate Campus
hosted the event that honors what has come to be
known as the premiere
showcase of unselfishness
in volunteering.
Each year more and
more residents join together in an effort to make
those in need all around St.

Petersburg breathe a little
easier. The local MLK Day
of Service was established
three years ago when State
Representative Darryl Rouson felt that the city should
do more on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day than party.
Awards were handed
out to all the groups and individuals who participated
in the Day of Service, as
smiles of satisfaction permeated throughout the
room. Nearly 50 projects
were funded, but time only
permitted a few to come up
and elaborate on what they
See MLK, page 8

Awards were handed out to all the groups and
individuals who participated in the Day of Service.



ST. PETERSBURG —
The phone calls started at
7:50 a.m. Feb. 22. The
voice on the other end
wanted to know how to express support for Coach
Paul Morrison of the
Thomas ‘Jet’ Jackson
Recreational Center.
The caller uttered a
string of accolades regarding Coach Morrison and
stated he and others
wanted to appear before
city council regarding the
alleged firing of Coach
Morrison for leaving a
child on a bus following a
city sponsored event.
It took some time for
me to calm the caller and
inquire regarding the
issue. I learned the caller
wanted city administration
to know Coach Morrison
has been a positive, supportive figure in the life of
his son and many others.
He specifically indicated
that he did not know the
details of the events surrounding the discipline
Coach Morrison received
but believes firmly that he
and others have mitigating
information
regarding
Coach Morrison that
should be considered by
city administration.
I was able to determine
from subsequent calls and
conversations that Coach
Morrison was not fired.
Further, he did not leave
the child on the bus. The
mistake was allegedly
made by an individual who
works for Coach Morrison
and was subsequently disciplined.
See COACH, page 3
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
As a member of the
“younger” generation, I was
born and raised in St. Petersburg to take pride in my
community, respect my elders and unapologetically
take part in what I feel is
right rather than what’s
wrong, especially when I
know the difference.
There is something
about south St. Petersburg
that’s golden but slowly fading away. It’s a place where
you acknowledge strangers
in passing with, “Hey, how
you doing?” actually waiting
for a reply or greeting those
you meet with subtle head
nods and smiles. It’s a place
where our seafood and
beaches are just a couple of
our hidden treasures.
There have been many
opinions and much input on
the state of the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson Museum so if you
don’t mind, and even if you
do, I’d like to give mine.
The building itself has always been a place of unification and gathering for black
Americans in St. Petersburg
for many years. In fact, some
of my best family reunions
were held there and as I
write this, I reflect on being
around my great grandparents, elders and a host of
cousins and other relatives
who also lived in Jordan
Park. It was filled with so
much love. Therefore, I can
only imagine what it means
to other community members.
I was ecstatic to find that
this community staple was
being turned into an AfricanAmerican museum and
would be named after Dr.
Carter G. Woodson, also
known as the “father of
black history.” I believed
that this was long overdue
because as much as I love
this city, our city, an ongoing
account and history, black
history of St. Petersburg
and ourselves is lost with
each passing day.
In fact, I can remember
when Tropicana Field was
known as the “the dome”
but was too young to understand the effects of gentrification and how this project
pushed many of us out of
our homes and neighborhoods. Today, I look at it as
an important part of history
and an insight to our struggle and how we are still
fighting to overcome many
of these battles.
In the past few weeks a
couple of articles have been
written expressing that community members are vilifying Pinellas County Housing
Authority board members
and also seeking a call to ac-

tion from Mayor Rick Kriseman. As a “Burg” native,
quiet observer, truth seeker
and future revolutionary, I’d
have to disagree. In fact, I
commend all of the protesters and activists for standing
up for what they believe in
and speaking their truths
boldly and unapologetically.
As far as Mayor Kriseman is concerned, I feel that
he’s doing a good job in spite
of recent scrutiny. If appointed officials aren’t representing and working with
the community to the best of
their abilities, why re-appoint them? Why send a
message stating that their
actions are acceptable? Although, Kriseman has been
elected to serve the beautiful city of St. Petersburg,
these are our neighborhoods, our communities and
our responsibility. We will
never agree completely with
any politician, however, he’s
listening and attempting to
work with the people. In retrospect, the building itself
has been there far before
Mayor Kriseman and community members will still be
there far after his term.
How dare we shame anyone for voicing their opinions, standing up for what
they believe in and exercising their rights as Americans. It’s time we stop
sugarcoating things and
start calling them out for
what and who they are and
how we see them. Is it all
right for us to protest police
brutality against our own
but remain passive and
silent against leaders in our
own communities who may
not be serving in our best interest and exploiting the
black community? I could be
wrong but I was taught that
board members (of nearly
any organization) were
charged with the task of
serving its people and taking
sincere and general interest
in community concerns.
For instance, I know one
of the Pinellas County Housing Authority board members quite well and can tell
you first hand, judging “…
by the content of their character” and personal experience that this particular
member has no sincere and
genuine interest and concern for the black community and has proven to be
only out “for self.” I believe
members of the general
public have begun to see
that too. We have people
making decisions and deciding the fate of communities
not just in St. Petersburg but
also around the nation who
can’t even relate to the people in which they are sup-
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posed to serve. We are
growing more and more
into a community that only
respects titles, status and social standing. I have very little of any of those – only the
hope that we can see what
this attitude is doing to us as
a people and as a community.
We have been passive for
way too long and its time
that we as a community hold
politicians, leaders and authority figures accountable
for their actions (or non-action). Although I can only
speak for myself, it seems as
is if board members have
done very little to work with
the residents to keep the
building in the community
and make an attempt to
come up with favorable solutions.
Can members of the
board honestly say that
they’ve considered and exhausted all possibilities before deciding to sale? Have
they
whole-heartedly
worked with the community
in an effort to save the south
St. Pete gem? Too quickly
and too easily did they put a
price tag on the priceless.
Museums across the
country are fighting to
thrive, but it seems to matter
very little to the Board just
how much this space means
and has meant to generations of African Americans
in south St. Petersburg.
What attempts have they
made in figuring out how
the space can be effective
and beneficial to the community in other ways? It’s
clear that this decision
wasn’t made in the interest
of the public and community
members but made simply
because Board Members
had the power to do so.
As we go further into the
month, let us remember that
black history reaches far beyond February but 365 days
a year. With that being said,
I leave you with this:
“The country is in deep
trouble. We’ve forgotten that
a rich life consists fundamentally of serving others,
trying to leave the world a
little better than you found it.
We need the courage to
question the powers that be,
the courage to be impatient
with evil and patient with
people, the courage to fight
for social justice. In many instances we will be stepping
out on nothing, and just hoping to land on something.
But that’s the struggle. To
live is to wrestle with despair, yet never allow despair
to have the last word.” – Dr.
Cornel West
Anonymous





REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

It’s in the Bible, people!
Praise the Lord Saints!
Is it me or does it appear that the
world has forgotten that the things of
God and the world system are in direct
conflict of each other and cannot be combined?
From the music to the leadership,
this has been the norm and it is continuing to pick up momentum and most
seem to be turning a blind eye to it but
can’t seem to figure why the church is
declining, the neighborhoods, communities, cities, kids and country are suffering because of it.
Pulpit authority, homosexuality, single
pastors, divorced pastors, co-pastors, the
holy ghost in leadership, adornment,
prosperity, law vs. dispensation of grace,
children of Israel or body of Christ, Jew or
Gentile, tithing vs. giving, and appearance
are just some of the many issues that
many say is so controversial but if you research the scriptures, you will find that
the bible addressed each and every one
of these issues in a clear, concise and candid way in which you would almost have
to pay someone to get you to not understand what God says about these issues.
The moment you compromise the
Word of God you invite and welcome in
Satan to do what he chooses on the matter and it won’t be long before you see
the end results, which is always negative
or contrary to what God wants.
Looking at shows such as the
“Preachers of L.A.” and “Preachers of Detroit” clearly show that folks have lost
their minds when it comes to kingdom
work and the line which was as dark,
black and as bold as Arial Black or Impact
fonts, to become somewhat skewed and
grayed out to the point that you have to
strain your eyes to see its faint existence.
It’s like looking at one of those magic
eye books which you have to train your
eyes to look beyond the obvious to see
the true picture or looking through fishing nets. You can see through the holes
but parts are missing and you have to
use your imagination or experiences to
complete the picture.
God’s Word NEVER allows for us to
add or take away anything. Read Rev 22:
18-19 and 2 Tim 3: 16. Probably the most
disturbing part of the Detroit show was
when the musician thought that he could
go toe to toe with the brother that has
the street ministry and is in the pulpits
preaching and teaching the gospel.
Ok, you write lyrics and because you
drop a few Jesus lines and some hallelujahs here and there you call it gospel
music.
Therein lies one of the biggest problems in the church. The “Praise and
Worship” part of the service is one and a
half hours long and the message is the
microwave drive-by because now everyone has sung themselves happy, eating
those sweet pills of emotion and ain’t got
time to even pay attention to the most important part of the service—the
preached unadulterated Word of God.
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Everyone looking at their watches and
the church clock and giving pastor the
eye like hey, we got it.
While music is a very important part
of any service, I have yet to come across
any passage of scripture where someone
played, danced or sung their way into
heaven or discovered which one of the
disciples/apostles were musicians and
sang the people saved.
Music has never and will never save
you and it’s not a knock on it but it has to
be placed where it belongs. But because
music pulls on those emotional heart
strings, we gotta headline them because
our delivery ain’t good enough to draw
the people to the altar.
Whatever God has purposed, He has
already provided provisions and a pathway to achieving it. That is one of the
most important reason a preacher/pastor should be married, middle-aged,
have raised HIS own children and his
wife and children must be faithful in all
things. Read 1 Tim 3: 1-9 and Titus 1.
The more we continue to compromise the Word of God and the order and
hierarchy pre-established by God Himself, you can’t expect to see changes we
desire.
You can’t decide to run things your
way and feel that God has to bless it.
Proverbs 14: 12, 16:25, 21: 2-3.
Well, there is a very well known story
in the bible that addresses this particular
issue, 1 Samuel 13: 8-14; 1 Samuel 15.
In a nutshell, God gave King Saul specific instructions as to what He wanted
Saul to do. King Saul decided instead to
do what he wanted and thought because
he felt that the end product was to glorify
God that it didn’t matter that he disobeyed God and His commandments.
Well, as Samuel explained to King Saul
before demoting him, it doesn’t matter
what you plan to do in the end, you were
given direct specific instructions by God
on what to do and it didn’t include you
improvising or adding your feelings or
opinions.
As a result of King Saul’s disobedience, one of the most used scriptures
was spawned: 1 Sam 15: 22-23; 22 Samuel
said, Has the Lord as great a delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as idolatry and
Teraphim (household good luck images). Because you have rejected the
word of the Lord, He also has rejected
you from being king. Obedience is better
than sacrifice.
The mark of an effective leader, not
great leader, is the ability to be flexible,
adaptable, listen, and be willing to
change and ALWAYS follow the Word of
God.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Shameful
Dear Editor,
Two weeks ago I sent
letters to the editors of the
Times, Weekly Challenger
and Eastlake Blister urging
Mayor Richard Kriseman
to not only take the emotional intellect of his appointees into account
when making key leadership appointments, but to
also ensure he and his administration maintain a
barometer of their emotional intellect. I now want
to share that same message with Rudy Giuliani
and the members of Congress, both Democrats
and Republicans who
think it timely and appropriate to place the Homeland Security‘s budget in
jeopardy.
The media frenzies for
the week has centered on
the outlandish remarks of
former Mayor Giuliani’s
comments questioning
President Obama’s patriotism and Congressional
leaders’ threats to cut
funding to Homeland Security.
Giuliani’s comments have now sparked
and spewed the groundwork for all of the nut
cakes who use social
media to launch personal
attacks on the president’s
faith and qualifications to
be president. The threats
of Congress have sent a
message to ISIS, Boko
Haram, al Shabaab and
any
other
extremist
groups America is vulnerable because we may not

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
be funding Homeland Security!
These actions in one
week by high profile leaders are prime examples of
why effective leaders
must tap into their own
emotional intellect and
the emotional intellect of
those they appoint to key
leadership positions. Voters can’t be let off the
hook either, we must find
ways to tune in to the
skills, track records and
core competencies of potential candidates to include the
emotional
intellect of those we elect
to office at the local, state,
and federal levels and
move beyond the popularity contests and pocketbooks!
At a time when this
country’s domestic security is being threatened,
northern and mid western
states are being inundated by brutal winters,
America finds itself with
someone of Giuliani’s
global stature and members of Congress placing
America in a vulnerable
position simply because
their irresponsible actions
have dominated major
media outlets and particularly social media.
The Obama administration is attempting to approach the battle against
extremists by utilizing a
comprehensive strategy to
include messaging aimed
at targeting young people
who may be influenced by

Notice is hereby given that Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg (PAL)
will receive sealed bids from a General Contractor for the furnishing of
all materials and labor for HVAC and Minor Renovations, including
Window Replacement, of the Historic PAL, aka former circa
1939: N. Worth Gable National Guard Armory, 1450 16th Street North,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33704.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance
with the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the Office of Renker Eich Parks Architects.

the propaganda on social
media used as a recruitment tactic by extremists
and murderers. Instead of
those messages being the
focus of major news outlets and social media, the
media has been dominated by the words of one
of the most revered public
servants, and images of
the Secretary of Homeland Security Jeb Johnson,
in what appears to be, begging members of Congress to pass Homeland’s
Security budget!
Giuliani wonders why
the president has to apologize for America’s actions
at times…it is simply because too many times we
have leaders who public
demonstrate their inability
to place their emotional intellect in check with very
little regard for the consequences of their actions
and, or words.
Maria L. Scruggs

Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract
Documents at the office of the Architect, Renker Eich Parks Architects.
Sets may be purchased for $20.00 (cash or check) in the form of digital
files only, PDF format on a CD-ROM, directly from Renker Eich Parks
Architects, 1609 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. N., St. Petersburg, Florida
33704, contact: Paul C. Palmer, phone: 727-821-2986 ext. 212,
email: ppalmer@reparch.com.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on March 10th, 2015
at 2:00pm at the job site which is 1450 16th Street North, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33704. Sealed bids will be received at the office of the Owner:
Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg, 1450 16th Street North,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33704. Bids will be received until 2:00pm
on March 24th, 2015. A public bid opening will take place immediately
following the receipt of the sealed bids at 2:15pm.
All questions are to be directed to Renker Eich Parks Architects, Attn: Paul
C. Palmer. The last date for questions to be accepted, in order to allow
time for the issuance of any addenda, is March 17th, 2015, 5:00pm.
All bids must be submitted on the Proposal Form as furnished and
must be accompanied by a Bid Bond, Certified Check, Cashier’s Check,
Treasurers Check or Bank Draft in a sum not less than five (5) percent of
the amount of the Bid, as a guarantee that the Bidder will enter into an
agreement with the Owner if his bid is accepted. Bids shall remain in
force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders must be
General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida,
pursuant to Florida Statue Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive
any informalities in any bid whenever such rejection or waiver is in the
interest of the Owner. Awards, if made, will be to the bidder whose bid
is most advantageous to the Owner; price and other factors considered as
determined at the sole discretion of the Owner.

32nd Annual Women’s Retreat
March 6 - 7, 2015
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 – 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg

POPS Student and Gibbs Senior
Awarded $78,000 Scholarship
ST. PETERSBURG —
Evony Scott, a student in
the Professional Opportunities Program for Students, Inc. (POPS) and a
senior at Gibbs High
School is the recipient of a
$78,000 scholarship to
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical College (FAMU).
The scholarship was
awarded on Sat., Feb. 21
during the Annual Spring
Preview hosted by FAMU.
The preview is an open
house designed to provide
an
opportunity
for
prospective students to
learn about the university’s outstanding degree
programs, meet the faculty, administrators and
current students and tour
the campus.
A highlight of the
event is the awarding of
scholarships to students.
The awards are based on
information
presented

during the registration,
which included students’
grade point average, test
scores and other criteria.
Scott has been a
member of the POPS
program for three years.
The program includes
Character & Leadership
Development Seminars,
guest speakers, community service and cultural
enrichment activities, college tours, financial assistance with ACT/SAT
registration fees and college application fees, and
paid summer internships.
POPS, Inc. has participated in the Annual Spring
Preview at FAMU for four
years. This year POPS students from St. Petersburg,
Tallahassee, Orlando, Bartow/Lake Wales and Pahokee/Wellington attended
the event. A total of 12
POPS students, from various
locations,
were

Keynote Speaker: Jodi Matthews
Detroit, Michigan
Guest Soloist: Joann Nesbitt
awarded scholarships last
Saturday.
Local POPS students
have been awarded scholarships in the past, however Scott’s award is the
largest ever received by a
St. Pete POPS student.
Congratulations Miss
Evony Scott!
FMI about POPS, Inc.
contact Gwendolyn Reese,
District Manager POPS St.
Pete at gwen.reese@
vpopsinc.org or 727-5370449.

The community supports Coach Morrison
From COACH, page 1

Community members
are troubled by reports that
Coach Morrison was suspended, demoted and removed from the Thomas
‘Jet’ Jackson Center and
they do not understand
why, given he did not leave
the child on the bus or support the action in any way.
I learned there was an additional issue regarding a
certification course Coach
Morrison may not have
completed.
Simply stated, based on
the information known at

this time, callers do not believe the punishment fits
the alleged misconduct and
wish to intervene on Coach
Morrison’s behalf. I explained to all of the individuals I spoke with that
Coach Morrison should be
afforded an opportunity to
grieve the discipline and I
am hopeful the hearing officer/committee and city
administrators will consider the fact that the discipline dispensed does
appear heavy handed given
what the community cur-

Friday, 7:30–9 p.m. & Saturday, 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

rently knows about the situation.
I am pleased to report
that at no time did anyone
attempt to minimize the seriousness of leaving a child
on a bus.
While employed by the
City of St. Petersburg, I frequently received calls from
city personnel and community members seeking a
voice. This article is written in response to community requests and concerns.
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D.



Workshops, Discussions, Special Music, Books
Continental Breakfast and Lunch
Registration: $35 for Women, $10 for Teens
For Questions or Additional Information:
Call (727) 327-9711 or (727) 343-2111
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Stop bullying in its tracks
From BULLY page 1

Phoebe Golden, a
Mayor’s Youth Achievement Award winner from
Azalea Middle School,
began the evening by sharing her personal experiences.
“On February 15, 2013,
I was kicked in the head …
by a bully,” Golden said. “I
went to the ER where I was
diagnosed with a levelthree concussion, the type
that ends pro-athlete’s careers. The doctors said if it
had been a half-inch lower,
I would be dead or in a
coma. The headaches, nausea, depression and blackouts started.”
Golden told the audience that after years of suffering
from
her
bully-induced injury, she
started to lose hope, especially when her classmates
began bullying her after
she returned to school.
Through music, she said,
she found hope and a way
to speak out.
“If you or someone you
know is being bullied, don’t
be afraid to speak up,”
Golden finished. “You may
save their lives.”
Golden then performed
the song that won her
Youth Achievement Award.
The speakers in part addressed the general need to
address bullying in the
community. According to
Metro Wellness and Community Centers Director,
Chris Rudisill, “six out of 10
students don’t feel safe in
school.”
“Every decision is motivated by fear or love,”

Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin responded when
asked how her family discusses bullying. “Bullying
[is motivated by] fear and
cowardice, and it can only
be conquered by love and
strength.”
Many speakers gave advice to students on how to
address bullying they either experience themselves
or witness.
“If you see something,
say something and do
something about it,” St. Petersburg Chief of Police
Tony Holloway said. “We
don’t want you running
away from it.”
Pinellas County Sheriff
Bob Gualtieri added that
the police are one of the resources youth can use to
report bullying.
Part of the conversation
focused on cyber bullying.
Director of Gulf Coast Giving, Jessica Moody, recounted how her cousin
committed suicide at age
16 after receiving a negative text message from his
girlfriend. Moody advised
parents not to allow their
children to keep their cell
phones late at night, when
a negative text message
can leave the child awake,
upset and alone until morning.
“Kids — stop, block,
tell,” Moody advised. “If
someone is doing something mean to you, stop the
conversation, whether it’s
online or in person; block it
— turn away or block that
person online; and then tell
a trusted adult.”

“When we were young
and having problems in
school, we could close the
doors and it would go
away,” Wild 94.1 host Orlando Davis said. “But now,
with social networking, it
doesn’t just go away. So
now what you have to do is
find your happiness. Don’t
let that bullying be your
total existence. Find outlets, find things that you
love and surround yourself
with friends and family.”
In response to an audience question, Moody emphasized that Gulf Coast
Giving has pro-social programs as a way to build selfesteem, as bullies are often
people who are themselves
victimized. “Hurt people
hurt people,” Moody said.
Rudisill spoke specifically of LGBT programs offered by Metro, such as a
weekly Sunday support
groups and free counseling
for LGBT youth ages 13 to
22.
Joan Reubens, a Resource Teacher with the
Pinellas County Schools
Prevention Office, said that
all schools in the county
have a team that investigates bullying reports.
“When a report is
made, there is a team at the
school that does that investigation … and many times
we put a safety plan in place
for the kids,” Reubens said.
“We talk with the child, get
their story and find out
what’s going on, and we’ll
actually talk with everybody involved in the situation, it’s not just the victim.

The team will let the
teacher that is involved
with this particular student
know what the plan is, what
the safeties are, so that
these cases are not continuing to go throughout
these children’s schooldays.”
When asked about bullying that occurs on school
busses, Reubens said that
such incidents should likewise be reported, as
schools will investigate
cases that take place at any
school-related facility, including bus stops.
All speakers emphasized the importance of filing reports and speaking
out even if one is not directly involved in the bullying situation. “You should
help people who can’t help
themselves,” former Light
Middle-Weight
Boxing
Champion Winky Wright
said.
Outside of the classroom, former Tampa Bay
Buccaneer Mike Alstott
emphasized a need for education and for adults to be
involved in any youth bullying they learn about.
“There are so many situations where so-called mentors are there, but they’re
not really there. They say,

‘Kids will tease each other,’
but it may get to the next
level.”
Miss Florida Victoria
Cowen was on hand to
share her experiences with
bullying and spoke about
recent trends in cyber bullying in which young people have compromised
photographs shared on the
internet without their permission.
“Bullying is something
that happens to anyone of
any age, so I think the most

important thing we can do
is let the victim know that
they do have a voice,”
Cowen said. “You can stop
it. Talk to your parents, talk
to your school advisors,
talk to anyone that you can
and know that there is a
light at the end of the tunnel.”
The discussion ended
with audience members
asking the panel questions.
Kriseman promised this
will not be the last discussion on the matter.

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.
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Childs Park community lab officially opens
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Childs Park Recreation and
Fitness Center at 4301 13th
Ave. S., was abuzz Feb. 16
as it held a grand opening
for its new computer lab. In
partnership with City of St.
Pete Parks and Recreation,
the nonprofit DreamFaith
Foundation provided brand
new computers to the center as part of its Dream Big
Initiative.
In addition, the DreamFaith Foundation has partnered with the citywide
program, St. Pete’s Promise, to kick off its new mentoring program at the
center. The mentoring program for youngsters grades
four through 12 runs Mon.
through Fri., from 3:30 to
7 p.m. after school with
adult mentors. The computer lab student hours at
Childs Park After School
Program also runs from
3:30 - 7 p.m.
The festive event included a raffle for such fun
giveaways as Sony headphones and mp4 players, as
Deonte
Thompson,
founder and executive director of the DreamFaith
Foundation
acted
as
emcee.
“A few years ago we
met with then Mayor Foster at the time and we went
in with one question: How
can we help?” Thompson
said to those on hand.
Thompson, a St. Pete
native, explained that although the foundation saw
the negative statistics that

plagued the south St. Pete
community at the time like
rising school suspensions
and an increasing incarceration rate, the DreamFaith
board members—which
are almost all from South
St. Pete—wanted to focus
on a way to “build a
bridge.”
“The answer that we got
back from the mayor at the
time was simple: Focus on
the youth,” Thompson said.
“Focusing on the next generation—grades four all the
way up to 12th—to make
sure that when they graduate from high school that
they’re equipped to handle
the world.”
When Thompson and
his fellow board members
left that meeting, they
didn’t have a crystalized
plan, but they had a desire
and passion to give back to
the community. Amidst that
passion
and
determination the Dream
Big Initiative was born.
“It’s about empowerment, it’s about hope, it’s
about technology,” Thompson said, describing the
DBI.
Thompson added that
since we now live in a
global economy, young career seekers will have to
compete against people
from all over the world
for jobs, namely in the technological fields. Since he
believes that science, technology, engineering and
mathematics all figure
prominently in the jobs of
the future, he wanted to
provide young people and
adults with easy access to

computers.
“That’s how the whole
computer lab concept came
about,” he said.
Access to hope was another key component of the
DBI, Thompson said.
That’s how the mentoring
program came about.
“The goal is for every
kid who wants a mentor,
they have access to one and
they get a mentor,” Thompson declared.
Thomas “Jet” Jackson,
who has worked for the city
for more than 50 years and
recently had a building
named after him, offered
copious thanks to the foundation for its efforts.
“I want to thank the
Dreamfaith Foundation for
giving back to the community,” Jackson said. “There
is hope and there is help,
and you’ve given that help.”
Councilman Wengay
Newton recalled some of
the rough times he had as
a youth growing up in a single-parent household, and
encouraged the young people on hand to grasp any
opportunities for a bright,
productive future and take
advantage of available resources.
“We don’t know which
one of you guys are going
to end up being the next
president,” Newton stated,
“or the next senator, or the
next congressman, or the
next mayor, or the
next councilman, the next
police officer, the next firefighter, the next park and
rec manager. No one
knows. But we have got to
make sure we give you

guys every opportunity—
not a guarantee, not an entitlement—it’s
an
opportunity. And opportunities are what you make of
them.”
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart,
director of Urban Affairs at
the city, praised the foundation’s new contribution to
Childs Park.
“We are so grateful to
you and your vision for
stepping up and doing
something,” she said. “We
want to make sure that we
support you as you support
these children and these
students, and anything that
we can continue to do as a
community. Let’s wrap ourselves around them!”
Gaskin-Capehar t
stressed the importance
of mentors in young people’s lives and noted the
positive impact that professional African-American
women had on her when
she was growing up.
“I just want you to know
that there are opportunities
for you and there are people who care about you,”
she pointed out, “and just
because you don’t have it
necessarily in your household doesn’t mean that it’s
not out there for you to
get.”
Addressing the members of the community at
the center directly, Thompson said: “Why are we all
here? It is simply because
you matter. We are here for
you, and we want to be
available for you.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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‘Through The Tunnel’
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The MYcroSchool of Pinellas
punctuated its recognition of
Black History Month by hosting the viewing of the awardwinning
documentary
“Through The Tunnel” Wed.,
Feb 18.
The video highlights the
legendary leadership of Coach
Eddie Shannon and two-time
Pro-Bowler Henry Lawrence
of the Lincoln Memorial High
Trojans, an all-black high
school football team at the
dawn of desegregation in
Manatee County.
In order for the young
men to get from their high
school to the football field, they
literally walked through a concrete tunnel underneath a
Manatee Highway. The visual
of the tunnel in the documentary explodes with the symbolic significance of the
Underground Railroad that
represented the path to the
light of freedom.
For the Trojans, what
awaited them on the other side
of the tunnel and desegregation was a world of unimaginable ugliness, valor and victory
on the gridiron of southern integration. Anything worth
doing comes with a price tag.
“Gone were the Friday
nights when the crisp, cool October air stirred young men
into heroic feats on the football
field,” said documentary narrator E.D. “Moody” Johnson
as he recalled the end of the
Lincoln Memorial Trojans as
an all-black team because it
would be integrated with Manatee High School. The fusion
of the two schools would

“unite the black and white
community” as Shannon
would say in the video.
“On that field there is no
black or white because we
must be a team,” said Shannon
in the video. When Shannon
addressed the packed media
center at MYcroSchool, he
said that he had already
started prepping his AfricanAmerican players for the future by instilling the value of
education and discipline on
and off the football field long
before Lincoln and Manatee
united to produce a nation
powerhouse that produced
the likes of Ray Bellamy, the
first African-American player
to sign with the Miami Hurricanes, and Henry Lawrence, a
three-time Super Bowler who
launched a stellar career with
the Oakland Raiders.
Shannon, personal trainer
of Althea Gibson before she
would go on to be the first
African-American to play at
Wimbledon in 1951, was a
walking and talking encyclopedia on the tenets of instilling
discipline in his players over
the 54-years of his legendary
career.
Although Shannon talked
about cruising the community
at night and knocking on
doors to make sure his players
were in the house by the 10
p.m. curfew time, he placed a
premium emphasis on the
love young people must have
for their parents.
“My thing for teaching
young kids is that your dad
and momma come first,” said
Shannon as he looked around
at some of the MYcroSchool
students in the audience and
continued talking directly to
them.

“If it weren’t for them, you
wouldn’t be here. There’s a respect that you’ve got to have
for them. There’s a love you’ve
got to have for them. Once you
start loving your mom and
your pop, everything falls in
place.”
The iconic coach paused,
and then delivered the
clincher like a quarterback
throwing a bomb into the end
zone.
“My thing was I’d make
you love your mother and your
father. I get in my car at night,
get my paddle, and ride,” said
Shannon
as
everyone
laughed, the air was thick with
admiration.
When Social Studies
Teacher Glen Walker introduced Henry Lawrence, he
talked about what was the determining factor for famed
Coach John Madden’s decision to draft the former Lincoln lineman star.
“The story goes that when
Coach John Madden went to
the 1974 Senior Super Bowl,
he was there to check out Ed
“Too Tall” Jones, a highly
promising defensive lineman
who would be the number one
pick in the NFL Draft,” said
Walker who was responsible
for hosting the event at MYcroSchool.
He continued: “But when
he saw the man blocking “Too
Tall” Jones, he ended up drafting him as the Oakland
Raiders first pick. Madden was
quoted as saying, ‘We’re going
to get the guy who can block
the number 1 guy in the NFL
Draft.’ And that guy happened
to be Henry Lawrence!”
When 2012 Florida Hall of
Famer Lawrence came to the
podium, he praised Judge

Charles E. Williams as “one of
the best legal minds that have
come through this arena.”
Judge Williams was one of the
three directors of the documentary “Through the Tunnel.” The two other producers
were Durand Adams and
Charles Clapsaddle.
“Integration was somewhat of a double-sword because there was this concept
that blacks were not capable
mentally of doing what others
were doing,” said Lawrence referring back to the time period
captured in the documentary.
When Lawrence was in
the process of being drafted,
he learned that the NFL had
two standards even in the
1970s years after segregation
laws in the south were ruled
unconstitutional by the Federal government.
“When I got drafted, the
gentleman John Mackey was
doing my contract… where it
said it wanted this much
money... basically they said,
‘We can’t give him that much
money.’ And when we asked
why, the answer was ‘Well, because he went to a little black
school.’”
Lawrence’s experience
with negotiation his first NFL
contract was a lesson in not
giving up, but to stay at the
table until one gets what’s
rightfully his or hers.
Lawrence and Shannon

both received standing ovations for inspiring the MYcroSchool community.
The
documentary,
“Through The Tunnel,” is
worthwhile historic viewing
any time of the year, and it is
available on Youtube at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=o
ZkgIXmoeDI.
The MYcroSchool, under
the leadership of Principal
Martina Green, is a charter
high school that recruits at-

promise students and prepares them for college and careers. The relationship-based,
high-tech, and rigorous learning experiences are geared to
re-engage struggling high
school students and get them
back on track. For any question about future events at the
school, they can be reached at
(727) 825-3710.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
In St. Petersburg Black
Lives Matter Part II Historical Perspective

Local sensei honored

Local Tuskegee
Airman Turns 100

Benjamin F. Shirley, Director of Sanitation
Please join the board
members and Friends of
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum, 2240 9th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, on
Sun., March 1 from
3-5 p.m. when we will host
a closing reception of the
exhibit “In St. Petersburg
Black Lives Matter Part II
- Historical Perspective.”
The exhibit celebrates
this community’s trailblazers to include Dr.
James Ponder and Fannye Ayer Ponder, Joseph
Savage, Johnnie Ruth
Clark,
Attorney
Fredrick Minnis, Chester
James, Sr., Olive B.
McLin, and James B.

Sanderlin.
The exhibit also depicts today’s history makers through the lens
of local photographer
Rosie Newson. Her works
captures current day
history makers to include Joe Waller/ Omali
Yeshitela, Thomas Jet
Jackson, Ben Shirely,
Atty. Jacqueline Hubbard, Dr. Ken Bryant,
Atty. Jeanine Williams,
Dr. Kevin Parrot and Dr.
Frederick Guerrier.
The museum will open
from 1-5 p.m. with current
day history makers on
hand and family members of trailblazers. Please
plan to join us.

Willie Rogers

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.
— Walter Evans, local
karate instructor, received an award in the
category of “Excellence
in Teaching” at the
world’s largest Martial
Arts Hall of Honors and
Banquet at the Tropicana
Casino in Atlantic City
New Jersey Jan. 24.
Evan
teaches
at

Sanderlin Center, Academy Preparatory School
and Artz 4 life Academy in
Clearwater. He said this
award is a lifetime
achievement for him and
pledges to continue teaching martial arts in his
community where it is so
badly needed.
Congratulations from
The Weekly Challenger!

ST. PETERSBURG Documented
Original
Tuskegee Airman, Willie
Rogers of St. Petersburg,
turns
100
years
old March 4, 2015. Willie
was a Master Sergeant in
the
100th
Fighter
Squadron of the Air
Force. He has received
the Congressional Gold
Medal, the highest-ranking civilian honor that can
be bestowed upon and individual by Congress.
Rogers earned a college degree from Claflin
College of Agriculture
and Mechanical Institute

leading him to be selected
as part of the Tuskegee
group. He truly defines
what it is to be an American hero, earning his
place in history exemplifying fortitude and freedom for all humanity.
A resident Burlington
Tower, a United Church
Homes Managed Community in St. Petersburg,
Willie celebrates with the
community on March 4.
United Church Homes
is a not-for-profit organization providing quality affordable
housing
for
seniors.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

“We don’t just show you, we teach you.”
#1 Florida State Hair Braiding Licensure Course

877-272-3136
www.bardaintl.com

Are you looking for an
AVON Representative?
If so, look no further.
My name is Barbara La’Shelle
and I am THE AVON LADY!
You can contact me at 727-512-3785
Email: tilallhaveheard2@gmail.com or my website

www.youravon.com/barbaralguyton
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Prayer for our schools
ST. PETERSBURG —
On Valentine’s Day when
many people were waking
up and making their loved
ones a romantic breakfast,
more than 80 people gathered in the parking lot of
Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church,
1045
16th
Street S., St. Petersburg,
and braved the cold to pray
for the five failing schools
all located in south St. Petersburg.
Sponsored by the Parent Support for Education
Council, Inc., and Naomi
and Titus 2 Covenant Alliance Ministries, Inc., the
morning was filled with
prayer and hope for Melrose, Campbell Park, Max-

imo, Lakewood and Fairmount Park Elementary
Schools.
Prayers were sent to
God asking for his assistance on the academics,
discipline, attendance, family and school relationships
and the safety and protection of both the students
and the teachers.
The crowd was filled
with pastors, educators,
concerned citizens and
even Florida State Representative Larry Ahern and
wife Maureen braved the
cold although none of the
underperforming schools
are in his district.
“This is not the end, it’s
just the beginning, so don’t

think we are just coming to
pray and that’s it,” said Pastor Rainey.
Greater Mt. Zion is just
a hop, skip and a jump away
from Melrose Elementary,
so the crowd marched in
solidarity over to the school
and encircled it in prayer.
Melrose Elementary
administration was not
aware of the prayer vigil,
but Pastor Ellis Hodge believes that they will soon
see the manifestation of the
community’s prayers.
“These folks at this
school don’t know that we
did this and they don’t need
to know, but you need to
still believe that what we
did here will have affect.”

MLK Day of Service luncheon was a huge success!
From MLK page 1

did to give back to the community.
Erik Smith is the Director of Cultural Competence
for Valpak. They had the opportunity to help in the cleaning up of Lincoln Cemetery
along with the Pinellas
County Urban League and
Professional Opportunities
Program for Students, Inc.
“What was powerful
about this moment was to
see four generations of
African Americans working
and standing literally on the
shoulders of their ancestors,”
he said. “Just be able to work
hand in hand in that process
was incredible.”
This year 96 advocates
were awarded 49 projects totaling a whopping 2,081 volunteers. That’s some 8,919
hours of community members working together for
the betterment of the city
and its inhabitants.
With roughly $185,000 to
hand out, each project averaged around $3,700.
“This was one of the
highest number of applicants
that we’ve had,” said JerJuan
Green who was given the
task of reading the accomplishments.
Edwin Ramirez is with

the Association of Naval
Services Officers (ANSO).
The group is made up of active duty coast guard members and works with Sallie
House, a safe haven for children, infants to 17 years of
age, who have been removed
from their home because of
abuse or, neglect or — even
abandonment.
“We’ve been part of this
program for the last three
years,” said Ramirez. ANSO
took their volunteering on
the day of service from just
one day to a yearlong event.
With roughly 130 volunteers
logging in around 800 hours
of volunteer time the partnership is an incredible success.
Every year the members
of ANSO redo the mulching,
the paint, and pressure wash
the area just so the kids from
Sallie’s House can come back
and have a beautiful home.
“At least they can be
happy and take pride in
where they’re living,” said
Ramirez.
Throughout the year
ANSO does a monthly mentoring program consisting of
teaching residents of life
skills such as changing a tire,
oil in the car, and general
maintenance on bicycles.






But this year’s project
consisted of the building of a
bike shelter. “We had a lot of
bikes out there and the
Florida climate was just destroying the bikes,” Ramirez
said.
The project had to be
completed over the course of
a few days. On the day of
service itself however, ANSO
held a carnival where face
painters were plentiful and
there was enough food and
drink for everyone. “It’s just
been growing and growing,”
said Ramirez.
Past projects consisted of
the building of a gazebo, picnic tables, and even a butterfly garden where the
children are encouraged to
grow tomatoes and work
with their hands.
Rouson briefly spoke
about the need of the community to support local venues, such as The Weekly
Challenger, in an effort to preserve the history of St. Petersburg and promote black
businesses.
Dr. Bob Wallace with
Love the Golden Rule was
excited about his first year
participating in the MLK Day
of Service. Wallace has high
hopes of bringing the world

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
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H EALTH & WELLNESS
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727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

together traveling through
eleven states and two countries spreading God’s word
and giving out over 3,000
wristbands.
The Love the Golden
Rule clinic opened in October curing five patients of
Hepatitis C and setting the
goal of some 500 people to be
cured. The clinic is also hoping to give St. Petersburg residents help in producing a
better body image with
weight loss assistance.
On the actual day of service Wallace and his staff had
the opportunity to “do a lot of
healthcare,” and learned
what they need to do better
for next year.
Heaven
Taylor-Wynn
headed up the Youth Ambassador program. They had
workshops on nutrition and
how to eat healthy and was
blessed with the opportunity
to speak with Bay News 9
about what they hoped to accomplish.
“What it means to be an
ambassador is to give back to
our community as it has
given to us,” said TaylorWynn who plans to participate in next year’s day of
service.
The youth ambassadors

were recognized for their
participation on the day of
service, each receiving an
award for their time and effort. All eyes are on the hori-

zon for next year when even
more applicants can be expected and the spirit of giving
back can start all over again.

Reader’s
Choice
ST. PETERSBURG –
America's Black History
Month showcases the history, art and culture of a people who populated the
African diaspora. Their rich
tradition and cultural legacy
include traditional garments
and a wide range of practical
clothing for men, women
and children.
While many individuals
choose the month of February to showcase African attire, we at Reader's Choice
Books and Gift Expressions
believe every day is a celebration of black History. We
stock a wide selection of
African garments, so you
can choose from an assortment of Dashikis, Kaftans,
Grand Bubas and much
more.
Feel free to wear your
traditional African clothing
any time of the year and for
occasions you see fit because African History is
every day in the making.
Reader's Choice and Gift
Expressions is located at
4341 34th St. S. Hours of operation are 10 - 6:30 p.m.,
Mon. - Sat. We can be
reached at (727)867-3696.
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Whitney Young Luncheon Leadership Awards Luncheon
From HEROES, page 1

heroes, the PCUL awarded a
$2,500 scholarship to Lakewood senior and PCUL volunteer Jamal Chaney for his
dedication to the community.
He maintained a 3.95
weighted grade point average
while also lettering in both
varsity football and baseball
where he was a co-captain.
Although Chaney could
have chosen to do anything
else in his spare time, he
wanted to make a difference.
“Urban league gave me a
chance to work with a lot of
people,” said Chaney who
willingly volunteered to work
with adults seeking to learn
English. “I tried to help them
as best I could.”
Whitney Young was a
leader in civil rights, spending most of his career working to end employment
discrimination throughout
the 50 states. By age 40
Young was the executive director of the National Urban
League and in less than five
years he was credited with
expanding the organization
from a mere 38 employees to
some 1,600 employees.
When he died in 1971, the annual budget had risen from a
paltry $325,000 to one of over
six million. It is his legacy that
lives on in the achievement of
others and his legacy in the
hard work of the community
that was being celebrated
over a buffet lunch.
“I learned about all the
great architects in civil rights,
but Whitney stood out,” said
Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin who incidentally was one
of the unsung heroes being
honored for her work as
health czar. Humble in her acceptance of the award, the
deputy mayor acknowledged
the everyday sacrifices
healthcare workers make day
in and day out, year after year.
“I was privileged to work with
true healthcare heroes who
delivered second chances
every day,” she said.
Another leading lady
about St. Petersburg, Deborah Figgs-Sanders, was honored for her work as

executive director of the
Childs Park YMCA. With
more than 25 years of experience in community outreach,
Figgs-Sanders takes a holistic
approach to health, incorporating valuable health resources that work toward the
betterment of the local community. A few of her many
ventures consist of an herb
garden that the YMCA children maintain all year, “Ask a
doctor” workshops, as well
as, personal fitness opportunities such as ZUMBA and
adult kick boxing classes.
“I’m going to keep doing
what I’m doing,” said FiggsSanders who turned 50 last
week.
The strong female presence continued with Dr.
Sheila Devanesan, a board
certified Obstetrician/Gynecologist at All Children’s
Hospital. Devanesan is recognized in the Tampa Bay
area as an expert related to
antepartum and postpartum
weight gain, along with childhood obesity. She spearheads the effort to improve
healthcare for women, infants, and families in underserved populations.
“I always try to operate
from the standpoint to treat a
person with my full attention
and my full care,” she said.
Devanesan tirelessly works
to help the underprivileged.
“It’s actually disheartening to
me to see that there is still so
much disparity in healthcare.”
And closing out the
women honored on Friday
was Mary Murph who for
the past 42 years has fought
the battle to bring awareness
about Sickle Cell Disease to
the forefront. Founder and
President of the St. Petersburg Chapter of the Sickle
Cell Disease Association of
America (SCDAA), Murph
single handedly got the ball
rolling and today the SCDAA
is based out of Community
Health Centers of Pinellas,
Inc., and serves more than
135 families in southern
Pinellas County.

“It has been a labor of
love,” she said. Sickle cell is
not an easy disease to work
with according to Murph
who has spent years watching not only her own family
members suffer the effects
of the disease, but countless
others throughout her lifetime. “They suffer from
womb to doom, but we look
forward to a brighter day.”
The men of the hour
were also recognized for
their unwavering dedication
to healthcare and helping the
underserved and voiceless
throughout the community.
Among them was Dr. B. Lee
Green. Although he was unable to make the banquet,
Green is known for his work
with Moffitt Cancer Center
where he serves as a senior
member. Green focuses his
work on recognizing cancer
disparities, especially among
minority populations.
Board Certified Family
Practitioner at Roser Park
Medical Center, Dr. Frederic
Guerrier hails from Haiti
where at 17 he realized his
purpose in life. Affectionately
known as Dr. G., he also
gives of his time every second Tuesday of the month to
see patients in need at the
Free Clinic. Since 1982, he
has never missed a day volunteering at the clinic.
The last honoree to receive recognition was Dr.
Reginald Ligon, who has provided dental services for St.
Petersburg residents for the
last 35 years. He served on
the All Children’s Hospital

Systems Board for eight
years and is very active in the
community.
Watson Haynes, President and CEO of PCUL, gave
the closing remarks extolling
the necessity to continue to
strive for excellence in
healthcare for all walks of
life.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

  



   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





“Breaking Chains While
Learning How To
Love Our City Into
The Kingdom Of God”
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a Servant Leadership
Connecting Point Bible Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their neighborhood and
the city, for the glory of God. Synopsis: ‘Wherein God’s methods are
many, His principles are few. You will be taught how to embrace
your true value in Christ Jesus. How to become empowered to
unashamedly and publicly return God’s love to Him by putting
‘neighbor’ back into your own neighborhoods, community and city.
Thereby, fulfilling God’s royal law in practical ways.

Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Pastor Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for February 2015
Feb. 27 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting-7

p.m.
March coming Events
Mar 8 - Mission #1:
Women in the Bible Enhancement Fellowship, 3 p.m.
Mar 15 - Male Chorus of
St. Mark Presents Men in
Harmony, 4 p.m.
Mar 25-28 - Congress No.
2 - St. Mark M. B. Church
Hosting
Mar 29 - Palm Sunday
with Mission Emphasis: Operation Love
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To the COMMUNITY
AT-LARGE, the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend
to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 a.m or the
10:45 a.m. worship service,
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 a.m. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey
for it is Our Mission as a
Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
p.m.) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread
of Life Ministry continues
providing a needed service to
our Senior and Disabled
members. Please see Sister
Lorriane Rogers for further
information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9 a.m. to noon.

Continue to Pray for our Sick,
Shut-in, Children, Men/
Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
MONTH OF FEBRUARY:
BLACK HISTORY
MONTH OBSERVANCE
(Theme: A CENTURY
OF BLACK LIFE, HISTORY
AND CULTURE – FRIENDSHIP'S IS TELLING “OUR
STORY” EVERY SUNDAY.
Feb. 28 – 9 a.m. until 12
p.m. - West Coast Baptist District Association, 2nd Annual
Paul and Timothy Laymen
Conference held at Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, 3300 31st St. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL. Contact
Deacon Leon Dunbar, President for further details.
CALLING ALL MEN AND
BOYS!
10 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. –
West Coast Baptist District
Association, Women Department, Mid-Winter Board
Meeting held at Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor, 3455 26th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL. Contact
Sister Terricka Bradwell,
President for further details.
CALLING ALL WOMEN
AND GIRLS!

Keep the Dates in March:
WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO
THE “ROAD TO CALVARY”
Mar. 3 – 3:30 p.m. – Nursing Home Ministry.
Mar. 4 – 7 p.m. – Wednesday Night LIVE – Love Fellowship, The Adult Choir &
Male Chorus.
Mar. 10 – 7 p.m. – Friendship Laymen Meet. Women
Ministry Meet.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week:
GOOD MORNING, NOW
ISN'T THAT A GOOD WAY
TO START THE DAY.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S.. St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net &
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page.
Also Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com





Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9:00 am for
Sunday School and at 10:15
am worship service. Bible
Study
and
Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening,
at 7:00 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,

building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)
The Laymen Ministry is
actively preparing to present
Tony Evans “Kingdom Man”
This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood.
Kingdom Man challenges
and equips men to fully understand their position under
God as well as their position
over what God has given

them. The Laymen Ministry
of Bethel Metropolitan invites
all men to join them in this
journey. The study will begin
March 10, 2015. Call church
office for additional information.
The Laymen will also be
hosting the Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, March 7th at 8:30
am.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion
All are invited to attend
the final service to culminate
the 98th Anniversary of First
Mt. Zion and the 23rd year of
our Pastor, Reverend Wallace

Elliott, Sr. This worship experience will take place on Sunday, February 22 at 11:00am.
Reverend Eddie Allen, Jr. and
his congregation from St.

Mary CME Church, Mt.
Pleasant, Florida will be in
charge. First Mt. Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South.

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2015

